THZ STHILE LETTERS :
FFort Vatos, I.Dakota
Sundiy , Bepta. 1L, 1390
My Darllng Mofliop:e
<L aaealt been @ weok siines I last wwote you

but 1ts Sunlay go I st writo agaln - T havon't doae much today Lesddes
81t in the house and pead ~ Tt was & Lrig:t mornins - Stell & I ccncluded -
wo would tako a horsevack rlde after lunchvon. To tils cad I
ordered up the horses, but Just as Dlut: (?) ay strlker finlshod
cinching up Stolla's saddle 1t begun to sprinklec so we sent the horses
back to the stable ! forth with 1t stopped ralning & diin't Legin azaine
The elomoiuts nere are very conteary. Thoy always do whet you don't went
donses The westher has been acting up at a grout rate tiie past weok
simply because wo have some visitors from the south in the post, If
Dakota can jJuet catecn .a geod think skin person from the asouth within her
blizzard-bound limiis," ahé  turng loose all tho weather she has 1n
atock upon hime

Stoll & I had & groat day of 1t last Wodnosday.lo had our horses
bltched to the "troop" spiing wugon & aet out for a hunt. Je dida't
tako & men to hold the horses as Stell could manage them wiwa I should
got out to shoot or hunte We went out olpht or ten miles - dldn't £ind
much to shoot but had & pleasent dey of 1t - as long as 1t lasted, But
at about half past three we found curselves on the other alde c;.f' the
Porouplne creck, about mldwsyy between ths uppor and lower crossinge
and about alx miles from the nearest onc. Wo wers about five miles from
the post.s I didn't went to drive way around tp tho croaaing so I asearched
along for & place to crosse ’ |

At last I found & pony trndl cfoasing the croake. The bank was about

six feet high ¢n our side and swraight down but belng soft sand I found
I could slope it down with my feot onoug;h to drive down but taking great
oare, |
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%0 T put tho brake on fast & down we went & reached the bolttom

all snlse Jlers our troubles came., FHad I driven straight across
all would have been well; but tho horses wanted tc tum up streom @ am
the woter was not doop I humored thom by ¢ yard or two. "Thut yard or two
wag fatal. Fhey stricle a bed of qulel sands & in o seocond Loth qy
horses and the wagon wore faste Pour Ttell hod to Jump oyt in the water
& owado out & of course I wes oul in a soccnd wnlcoking ths harvnesy
end gtrugsling: with my horsess I succeocded in helping: the nonar one out
before tho sand paclied roundr him but whon I got to tho other the
sanc had packed so tight around his logs : belly tiat he couldn't move a
misclo, I Ldtchod the other horse to hinm & whipped him up t111 hs broke
the thick leather tugs,while I, with the pole of the wsgon, which I
had taollen out for the purpose, priel wita all my night under the
helples: horse, But tt ;as 8l11 of no use = overy socond only nade him
more fasta Hvery one of his four legs within & fow minutea were rixed
as tight in the heavy sand as any fence post In tho ground, Meantime the
wagon has gono dovn to the hubs & 1ts whools were FYLEA/dd/ LYY/ 1K/ Me
AR/ Ad /W /KA / 9T /BB L /X / s Tast as L they had been tagpod with a
mallete

S5tell helped all sho could & we both warked with all our ni it trying
to got tho horse out, for tho poor 1'allow was auffering soe¢ e would groan
and beat the water with his migzlee But it wag no use - we could not get

in out by ourselwca, At last, fairly exhausted, I sald "Well Stell we
have ‘one all we cuns I must send or go to the post for holps" With that
I loaded the juns for her anl sat her down in the sand, while I mounted
the horae we hed out and startsd off “at a onntorfto find sn Indian if
I could; 1f not to go on to tho poats

Portunately,within « mile I found an Indian herding come ponles & still
more fortunate, I had a plece of paper & poncil, I gave him a note to

8looum (my lst lt.) & the promise of a half dollar & away he went at a
gallop for the poat,
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Just an hour afterward Slocum with ion non follosing came
galioping over tho hill to us = the Indian on his 1ittle scrubby,
panting pony leadin: the way, “bo mon worked lilo boavers. They had to
burrow dowm with thelr hands to the very hoofs of the horse & they
had %0 work fast for the send, of course, fl1lled in as faat almost as
1%t could bz pulled out. At last we loosoned the sand sufficlently to
meke it sofe to pull him out % by moans of lariats we drag:’.ed ths poor
prute out, ile wes fearfully stralned though % 18 still lame in the
lelt nind loge I um in hopes this willl bs all »izght In 2 Tow dayse

Imngine your arms & legg buried for two hours * held so fast that
you can not move a musdle & the blood can scapesly clrculate & you
will have an flea how that poor horse must havoe folte It was not that
sof't, oozy, miry, muddy quicksanda that takes you 1n and stays goft -
1ike someo I got into in Indlan Tercrltorys It was pure sand, plenty
hard and fineo for a man to walk round on, but juat zoft enouth to
lot a lworae downs O course overy step we took rouni the horse packed
him down that much faster, It was quite dark before we were back in the
poat,.

Stell says shie dooan't wanst to eross any more creeks or anything
but bridges. ‘

I have got to sturt Wednesday on & trip of about 100 milas down
toward Grand River to mcke a reconnatssance & map of a roads I dontt
expect to be gone more than six or elght days,

I nmust now sry gzoodnirht.
Ivor your devoted son,

Mat te




TR ATSTL LUTTORS
I"ort Yates, Uorth loakota
Bunday, Jepts <1, '90,
Iy Darling lfother:-
3t:1la has left we Ydf her two cata to keop me
company whila I asz writing md has gone over to tie Yoods - This has
becn one #f of tho dhyd sort of days that T hato moste Indiun swmher I
guess you gall it - warm, bri:ht and ensrvatin;, A 1ﬁegﬁ1ar Texne fall or
wintor doys Such woothor knocks all tho life and eunergy out of 1o,
T would rathepr huve it cold, damp, drizzly, sleoty, cloudy, hot -
anythin:s I cantt stand what 13 known ss "boautifulweathor,” - Lt uakes
me worthless & glves me tho bluss, =~ I didn't go to Grand iver last
Tuesduy as I cxpected to, but will stwrt day aftor tomorrow, unless
someshing provents, The nichis aprs getting pretty long and cold and X
will have to tako a pood many blankots along t0 keep wysell
corfortablo -~ Thore aro go few people at thls post now and so 1little
doing thet overy days seems llke Sunday, and Sunday 1s jJust like every
other day of the weols 0ld "irother Carry” 1s here this evening but I
don't go to hear the old fool any wore - he is more of an ignoramis
and imposition than I can atand, The thiln; that ocapped the climex,
however, was that the old idiot had the asaurance to call upon wme to pass
the hat round for him one evenings I havan't gona to hear him since « I
think it must have been about six aonths since vou last wrote maes Donl't
you think it about tlme you should be writing again? I haventt heard from
any of you sinoce Brovahor's lottars telling me of Georgo's trouble cames
What has bocone of George? « I haw 80 little to tel) that It is hard
nowadays _
work for me to write a lutter froit here r(d;lyidy’} - Our groen Norwegian
girl is turning out {inely, & I think wo shall bo woll pleased with her.
For want of more t sqy I guess I ghall have to quit - Stella is
back & Joins mo in love,
Ever youwr devoted son, Matt




